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BY  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES, 

February  13th,  1860. 
Eead  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


COMMUNICATION 


FEOM  THE 


EXECUTIVE  OF  MARYLAND, 


TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES, 


IN 


RESPONSE  TO  RESOLUTIONS  OF  INQUIRY  IN  RELATION  TO 
SOUTH  CAROLINA  RESOLUTIONS. 


COMMUNICATION. 


Executive  Chamber, 

Annapolis,  February  13,  1860. 

To  the  House  of  Delegates: 

Gentlemen  :  In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in 
the  Kesolution  passed  by  your  House  on  the  10th  instant, 
concerning  a  communication  from  the  Governor  of  South 
Carolina,  in  relation  to  the  Resolutions  of  that  State  hereto- 
fore laid  before  you,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a 
copy  of  that  communication  and  my  reply  to  the  Governor. 

THO.  H.  HICKS. 


LETTER  OF  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

(copy.) 
Executive  Department, 

Unionville,  S.  C,  Feb'y  3d,  1860. 
To  His  Excellency, 

Thos.  H.  Hicks, 

Governcn'  of  Maryland, 

Dear  Sir  :  Yours  of  the  26tli  of  January,  acknowledging 
the  receipt  of  the  Resolutions  unanimously  adopted  by  the 
State  of  South  Carolina,  was  received  yesterday  ;  and  I  must 
he  permitted  to  correct  a  very  grave  error  into  which  you  have 
fallen  in  relation  to  them.  You  speak  of  the  resolutions  as 
''  requesting  this  State  (Maryland)  to  join  in  the  appointment 
of  Deputies  to  a  Convention  of  the  slaveholding  States,  for 
their  united  action  in  regard  to  secession  from  the  Union." 
If  there  is  anything  in  the  resolutions  proposing  "  a  seces- 
sion from  the  Union,"  I  am  unable  to  find  it,  and  deny  that 
South  Carolina  proposes  any  such  measure  to  Maryland  or  her 
other  co-States.  By  re-examining  the  resolutions,  you  will 
find  that  all  that  South  Carolina  proposes  is,  "  that  the  slave- 
holding  States  should  immediately  meet  together  to  concert 
measures  for  united  action,"  and  it  is  a  forced  and  unwar- 
rantable construction  of  the  resolutions  to  say  that  "  concert-' 
ed  action  "  means  secession  from  the  Union.  I  belong  to  that 
class  of  politicians  who  have  been  denounced  as  "fire-eaters," 
and  never  for  a  moment  have  I  desired  a  dissolution  of  the 
Union,  if  our  rights  in  the  Union  are  respected  and  our 
equality  recognised.  And  I  solemnly  believe  the  very  best 
way  to  preserve  the  Union  is,  for  the  Southern  States  to  meet 
and  insist  upon  their  rights,  and  to  act  in  concert  in  defend- 
ing them.  If  the  South  were  united,  they  could  preserve  the 
Union,  and  at  the  same  time  have  their  rights  respected  and 
recognised.  It  is  because  the  Southern  States  have  acted  with 
80  much  jealousy  and  distrust  towards  each  other,  that  the 
North  has  been  able  to  encroach  upon  their  rights  and  war 


upon  their  institutions.  If  I  desired  a  dissolution  of  the 
Union,  and  wished  to  effect  it,  nothing  would  please  me  more 
than  the  refusal  of  the  slaveholding  States  to  meet  in  conven- 
tion ;  for,  then  the  North  will  continue  its  aggressions,  and 
some  of  the  slaveholding  States,  goaded  to  madness,  will 
secede,  preferring  to  he  held  as  conquered  provinces^,  rather 
than  become  voluntary  slaves.  Speaking  for  myself,  I  would 
rather  ''South  Carolina  should  he  the  cemetery  of  freemen 
than  the  habitation  of  slaves/'  and  animated  by  these  senti- 
ments, our  people  never  will  submit  to  inequality  and  degra- 
dation. 

With  great  respect, 

I  am  yours,  &c., 

WM.  H.  GIST. 


ANSWER  OF  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  MARYLAND. 

(copy.) 

Executive  Chamber, 

Annapolis^  February  11,  1860. 
To  His  Excellency, 

William  H.  Gist, 

Governm^  of  South  Carolina, 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter,  elated  at  Unionville, 
on  the  3d  of  February,  in  answer  to  mine  acknowledging  tbe 
receipt  of  the  resolutions  passed  by  South  Carolina  in  relation 
to  Federal  Affairs. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  learn  that  South  Carolina  does 
not,  by  these  resolutions,  propose  a  secession  from  the  Union. 
From  the  statement,  in  the  preamble,  that  "the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  by  her  Ordinance  of  1852,  affirmed  her  right 
to  secede  from  the  Confederacy,  whenever  the  occasion  should 
arise  justifying  her,  in  her  own  judgment,  in  taking  that 
step  " — from  the  words  of  the  clause  next  following,  that, 
''  since  then,  assaults  upon  the  rights  and  institutions  of 
Southern  States  had  continued,"  prefixed  as  a  reason  for  the 
resolution  that  "  those  States  should  meet  together  to  concert 
measures  for  united  action" — as  well  as  from  the  last  sentence 
of  your  letter,  communicating  these  resolutions,  stating  that 
"South  Carolina  claims  the  right  to  secede,  whenever  she  may 
think  it  expedient  to  do  so,  but  much  prefers  concerted  ac- 
tion ' ' — I  supposed  (and  I  think  not  unnaturally)  that  the 
concerted  action  could  only  have  reference  to  the  right  to  se- 
cede, in  company  with  other  States,  as  preferable  to  such  ac- 
tion on  the  part  of  South  Carolina  alone,  under  the  right 
claimed  by  her  Ordinance  of  1852. 

I  very  gladly  confess  this  error  which  it  is  the  object  of 
your  last  letter  to  point  out ;  and  I  am  sure  that  the  General 
Assembly,  to  whom,  at  their  request,  I  am  about  to  commu- 


1 

nicate  it,  will  receive  with  pleasure  this  correction  of  a  misin- 
terpretation that  is  not  mine  alone. 

I  hope  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  add  the  expression  of 
my  belief  that  some  late  events  have  rendered,  more  than 
ever,  unnecessary  the  proposed  Convention,  and  of  my  hope 
that  in  the  result  to  which  the  doctrines  of  fanatics  have  led, 
as  well  as  in  their  defeat,  we  may  find  the  beginning  of  bet- 
ter things.  And  I  trust  that  these  occurrences  may  cause 
those  to  whom,  under  the  Constitution,  our  Federal  relations 
are  confided,  to  concert  measures,  by  united  and  harmonious 
action,  for  the  continuance  of  the  Union,  in  the  spirit  and  to 
the  great  ends  for  which  it  was  formed. 

With  great  respect, 

I  am  your  ob't  serv't, 

THO.  H.  HICKS. 


UNIV.  OF  MD  COLLEGE  PARK 
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